




To whom it may concern,

RE- FotoFEST Hawkes Bay

I would just like share in this letter just how fantastic FotoFest HB has been in supporting me

as an amateur photographer, in getting my work out into the public arena.

I have been involved with FF since the inaugural festival in 2022 when I was given the

chance to exhibit at a local inner city Brewery/ Restaurant where my work was enjoyed by

the owners , staff and patrons, as well as the many people roaming inner city Hastings with

the FotoFest circuit map.

Last year at Fotofest 2023, I collaborated with 2 other artists and created a visual show of

our work , this time in an Art Gallery , where I was thrilled to have sold my first image.

Shayne and his team have been 110% supportive and have provided an amazing platform

for amateurs and professional photographers alike , to showcase our work, sell our work,

and build amazing inner confidence to exhibit our work also.

With the many various workshops available , where I can sit amongst a crowd of amateurs ,

professionals and non photographers, it really is truly unique and enjoyable for all.

There is no other event quite like it in my opinion, and I look forward to seeing it grow year

by year!

Best regards

Lee Pritchard



My name is Derek Rossiter and I'm an amateur photographer from Hawke's Bay. I've been

showcasing my work at Fotofest for the last two years. My involvement with the festival was

a truly inspiring experience! In my first year I was honoured to have my photo win the

amateur photographer competition which gave me the prize for my first exhibition in Fotofest

2022. This motivated me to put on my own exhibition at the 2023 festival. I received so much

positive feedback and gave me the chance to meet an array of amateur and professional

photographers from all over NZ. It helped me develop my craft and made me even more

passionate about photography than ever before! This was all due to the team at Fotofest and

their incredible dedication to promoting the art of photography.

I'm confident that this festival will continue to grow and thrive, thanks to the hard work of the

organisers and participants. I'm looking forward to showcasing my work and being inspired

by others at the festival again this year.

Derek Rossiter



Hey Shayne,

I just wanted to offer a few thoughts on my first experience with fotofest. Last year, 2023, I

not only submitted a number of my own personal photographs, but attended many

educational, and entertaining workshops and viewed other photographers fine exhibitions.

One thing that really impressed me was the variety of work and the varied abilities of work

on show, it wasn't your normal run of the mill well known names the show contained work

of many unknown photographers showing their work for the first time, folk of all ages were

involved and welcomed The whole festival ran like clockwork, everyone involved was

Incredibly helpful and knowledgeable, only too happy to offer advise and encouragement.

In my humble opinion we live in a totally over saturated world full of digital images viewed

backlit on tiny screens in the palm of our hands so it was such a pleasure to slowly browse

actual printed images on actual walls with actual people walking around commenting on the

fine photography on show. As an older photographer I started shooting long before the

digital revolution so I know the value of the printed Image, but for younger folk viewing large

prints for the first time it must have been truly Inspirational seeing so many images

displayed as they should be. I will definitely be submitting more of my work this year I have

two Ideas for exhibition, I may even submit both haha. I'd like to thank you Shayne and your

Incredible team for putting fotofest together on a shoestring the long hours and hard graft

you all put into this is appreciated. Given time and continued support I can only see fotofest

going from strength to well earned strength.

Kind regards

Paul Taylor

Paul Taylor
Deputy chief photographer
Hawke’s Bay Today





18/05/2024

To whom it may concern,

Prior to Shayne and the Fotofest team first starting in 2022, I hadn’t ever thought about

exhibiting my photographic work as I didn’t believe that I had the skill set to be successful in

this arena, and the whole process felt daunting!

However, with the launch of Fotofest, Shayne convinced me to give it a go, and not only

went out of his way to support and champion my work, but he guided my every step. That

first year I experienced a positive and successful exhibition, and his willingness to pass on

his expertise meant that I had learnt a lot.

In 2023 Shayne contacted me again, this time with a new proposal, where I had the

opportunity to exhibit my work along side two other photographers, but this time at the CAN

in Napier. Once again Shayne facilitated the exhibition and guided me in every aspect.

Again, this exhibition would not have gone ahead without Shayne and the team guiding me

every step of the way.

In short, I have found Fotofest and the team invaluable in their support, knowledge and

expertise, and because of Fotofest I can happily say that I am now an exhibited

photographer, something I am sure I would not have experienced if not for the Fotofest team.

Regards

Jen Fugle














